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Levellers) at a rendezvous of not less than a third of the Army. On that occasion Cromwell had behaved with conspicuous courage, riding up to the mutineers with his sword drawn and compelling them to throw away the manifestos they had ' defiantly stuck in their hats.
Therefore it was a shock to Berkeley, coming to the Army headquarters at Windsor, to find himself treated with the greatest coldness by Fairfax and his officers.   After a short interview he was forced to retire to his lodgings without achieving anything.   In the middle of the night he had an interview with one officer, whose name he does not reveal, but with whom he had been intimate at Hampton Court.    This man declared that Cromwell, Ireton, and " all of us" were the " archest villains in the world " ;  that they had decided to destroy the King and all his posterity, and that, to achieve this, eight hundred soldiers were about to go into the Island to fetch him to trial;  and that his only chance was immediate escape.   When Berkeley asked the reason for this abrupt change of design in Cromwell and Ireton, he was told that the Levelling party, though temporarily quelled, was too strong for them, and they had decided to throw in their lot with the extremists.    Moreover,   the  officer  continued, Cromwell had lately made an edifying confession to his friends that the glories of the world had dazzled his eyes, but in future, proposing to humble himself, he desired the prayers of his brother Saints for guidance.    In the utmost alarm, Berkeley, on his return to the Isle of Wight, begged the King to make his escape, Hammond having not yet decided to treat him simply as a